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The Church and the City
There are three different responses that any church 
can make to its city:

The church  in the city and  in the community.

The church to the city.

The church with the city or with the community.



The church in the city
Does not feel any particular attachment to that city; 
it is simply physically present.
Struggles to keep its programs going but does not 
have a stake in that community.
Does not identify with that community nor does it 
have any particular relationship to the people of 
that community.



The church to the city
Provides services for the community

Does good work and establishes programs for 
people in the community

Perceives itself to be the savior of the community 
and to know what is best for the community.



The church with the community

Enters into the life of that community and becomes 
partners with the community in addressing the 
community’s needs.

Helps form the type of community where there is 
justice for all.

Perceives itself as a part of the community.



Social Analysis of our Community
Jeremiah 29:7

“Seek the peace of the city where I have called you; and
pray unto the Lord for it: for in its peace you shall have 
peace.”



What type of church de we want to be?

How do we perceive 
ourselves?
Do we know and understand 
our city?
Do we know our community?
Do we understand the anxieties 
and dreams of our neighbors?
Do we pray for them?



Jeremiah 29:1-14

Become a part of the city
-- Build houses

-- Plant gardens

-- Get married

-- Have sons and daughters



Jeremiah 29:1-14
2 Understand the city

-- The context

-- Research to 
understand

-- The complexity of      
the city



Jeremiah 29:1-14
3 Work for the city

-- Shalom

-- Seek the peace of the city

-- The well-being, the prosperity of the city



Jeremiah 29:1-14
4 Pray for the city

-- A prayer like that of Abraham (Gen.18:2-33)

-- A prayer like that of the psalmist (Ps. 122:6-9)



Social Analysis of our Community
Praying to the Lord for the city is understanding 
and knowing what is happening in her.
This includes:

Demographic Information
Social Indicators
Political and Economic Data
Personal information



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Competing models of developmentEconomic:  Lack of capital is the major problem.  Societies are underdeveloped because they do not have investments sufficient to stimulate new production, generate jobs, finance research, or promote consumption.  Infusion of new capital is the solution.  Calls for stability.   (code word for dictatorship and repression).  Social:  Economic models ignores a major component of social analysis: distribution.  What actually happens to the benefits that accrue from the growing economy?  Who is enjoying these benefits? – marginality of the poor.  Social model attempts to spread benefits through income redistribution: tax reforms, wage increases, improved public services.  Social welfare approach – redistribution within the present system.Political:  Moves the analysis towards the transformation of the total system.  According to this model, the underdevelopment of the Third World is rooted in historically-generated structures of “dependency”.  Benefits have been blocked by those more powerful forces, both nationally and globally.  Political model is especially concerned with the redistribution of power.  Focus should not be exclusively on the quantitative aspects of economic growth but rather focus on the quality of growth that is occurring.Importance of social analysis in identifying the issue:Economic:  looks to business leaders to increase capitalization.Social:  Looks to technocrats to design new schemes to balance various social and economic forcesPolitical: looks to grassroots social movements, especially among the poor, to mount the challenge to society.



Social Analysis: A Tool for Pastoral 
Action

The pastoral circle has 4 important moments:

1. Experience

Praxis



Social Analysis:
First Moment for Pastoral Action

1.  Experience
-- The lived experiences of the people are the        

foundation for any pastoral response
-- What do the people feel?
-- What experiences are they going through?
-- How are they responding?



First Moment:  Experiences

The experiences of the people are the ones 
that form the basis for personal data.

These experiences have to be understood in the richness 
of all their inter-relationships.

This is the task of social analysis



Social Analysis: A Tool for Pastoral 
Action

Second Moment of the pastoral circle: 
2. Social Analysis

1. Experience

Praxis



Moment 2: Social Analysis

2.  Social analysis does the following:

-- Examines the causes, probes consequences,
delineates linkages, and identifies actors

-- Helps you understand what is happening
by looking at the big picture and making   
connections between the various experiences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
El seguno momento en el círculo pastoral.



Social Analysis: A Tool for Pastoral 
Action

The third Moment of the pastoral circle:
2. Social Analysis 3.Theological 

Reflection

1. Experience

Praxis



Moment 3: 
Theological Reflection

The third moment is an effort to understand in a 
deeper way the experiences analyzed in light of a 
living faith, the Scriptures, the teachings of the 
church, and the resources of tradition.

The word of God infuses questions into new    
situations, suggests new insights, and opens 
new responses.



Social Analysis: A Tool for Pastoral 
Action

The pastoral circle has 4 important moments:

2. Social Analysis 3. Theological 
Reflection

1. Experience 4. Pastoral Planning

Praxis



Moment 4: Pastoral Planning
Pastoral Planning is

the decisive element for any action:

-- Now that these experiences have been analyzed and 
there has been a theological reflection on them,

How should we respond? 

How should that response be designed in 
order to be most effective?



The Response:

A response of action in a particular situation 
brings about

A situation of new experiences

These experiences call for more 
analysis, reflection and planning.

Praxis



Demographic Information
Principal Methods for obtaining demographic data:

U.S Census Information
http://www.census.gov
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet

United Way



Demographic Data
This data can tell us many things:

population size
racial and ethnic diversity
age of population
educational attainment
marital status
health of population



Demographic Data
income
employment
crime statistics
household information
language spoken
and much more!



Beginning Social Analysis:
Questionnaire

I.  Social
A. What is the demographic character of the locality?

Present population
Growth rate (decline/increase)
Projections toward year 2005/10
Present geographic concentration
Projected shifts in concentration
Urban/rural differences



Questionnaire

I. Social
B. What is its racial/ethnic character?

European ethnic groups
Hispanics
Blacks
Native Americans
Asians
Other



Questionnaire

I. Social
C.  What is the cultural character of the locality?

Ethnic heritages of population
Character or “stamp” of the people
Level of education
Strength of community ties
State of the arts



Questionnaire

I.  Social
D. What is the class structure in the locality?

Underclass
Low income service workers
Blue collar workers
White collar workers
Managerial class
Super-rich



Questionnaire

I.  Social
E. What are the dominant social issues in the area? Related to:

Race Migratory Labor
The aging Women
Families Youth
Abortion Schools
Drugs/alcohol Health Care
Leisure activities Crime
Other



Questionnaire

II. Economic
A. What is the general economic profile of the locality?

Major industries
Agricultural situation
Natural resources
New technologies
Relationship to defense/military industries
Role of business and labor groups in community



Questionnaire

II.  Economic
B. What is the economic situation?

Self-reliance vs. dependency
Growth rate
Inflation; cost of living
Unemployment
Income distribution
Strength of unions
Labor/management relations



Questionnaire

II.  Economic
C. What is the environmental situation?

Pollution:  air, water, land
Energy prospects, present and future
Effectiveness of environmental regulations



Questionnaire

II.  Economic
D. What are the key economic issues?

Flight of capital
Urban gentrification and displacement
Housing
Tax bases
Public services
Other



Questionnaire

II. Economic
E. What is the relationship between the local economy 

and the international economy?
Imports/exports
Offices of multinational corporations
Foreign-owned local businesses
Runaway shops



Questionnaire

III.  Political
A. What is the political profile of the locality?

Relationship of political parties
Existence of party “machines”
Liberal/conservative divisions
Voting registration/election turn-out
Church/state relationship



Questionnaire

III.  Political
B. What is the nature of its political leadership?

Record of senators/representatives in Congress
Record of state legislature and governor
Record of local officials



Questionnaire

III.  Political
C. What is the nature of its informal leadership?

Names of “influential” people
Socio-economic background of leaders
Connections (business, family, etc.) with other 
influential groups or individuals
Nature of power concentration
Active interest groups and lobbies 



Questionnaire

III.  Political
D. What non-political factors have influence on political 

life?
Churches and synagogues
Media
Business groups
Labor unions



Questionnaire

IV.  Ecclesial
A. What is the religious climate in the locality?

Percentages of Catholics, Protestants, Jews, etc.
Percentage of religiously non-affiliated
Presence of religions/traditions/movements of other
than Judeo-Christian origin
Degree of ecumenical cooperation
Religious affection/disaffection (provide reasons)



Questionnaire

IV.  Ecclesial
B. What is the health of the local church?

State of dioceses
Character of bishops, church leadership
Pastoral councils; participation of laity
Morale/style of clergy and religious professionals
Vocations (clergy, religious)
Institutions—hospitals, schools, etc.
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